New agents for the treatment of renal cell carcinoma.
One-third of patients with renal cell carcinoma present with unresectable or metastatic disease. Immunotherapy, the current standard treatment, induces response in only 10-20% of patients. Chemotherapy with current agents is minimally effective. Other approaches including allogeneic stem cell transplant, vaccine and gene therapy and signal transduction inhibitors, offer promise in early Phase studies. This paper reviews the current treatment options and promising new agents in development.